The Superpowers and the Middle East
dispatching her naval vessels through the Dardanelles."7 A warn-
ing was also given that an attempt to "unleash aggression in
the Near East" by any power would be met not only with the
united strength of the  Arab countries,  but  also with  strong
opposition from the Soviet Union.-8 However, while in public
the  Russians used militant language,   in   private   they   urged
restraint on both sides for they feared that an Arab-Israeli war
might bring about a military confrontation between them and
the Americans,  and this they wranted to avoid at almost all
costs. It is unlikely therefore, that while supporting Nasser, the
Soviets had bargained for a war situation such as evolved on
5 June 1967. At the same time, it has been contended by some
observers that Soviet support for Nasser had been  a crucial
factor in bringing the turbulent Middle East beyond the boil-
ing point.
Nasser's dismissal of the U.N. Emergency Force and the
blockade of the Straits of Tiraa. were based on intelligence in-
formation of a purported Israeli mobilization intended to over-
throw the leftist regime in Syria—a lead, which informed ob-
servers believed, was supplied by Russia. Nasser himself stated
after the June 1967 war that the Soviet Union had told a
UAR Parliamentary Delegation which was visiting Moscow in
the first half of May 1967, that there was "a calculated inten-
tion on the part of Israel to invade Syria".-9 Randolph Churchill
27 Some ten Soviet naval ships moved into the Mediterranean through
the Dardanelles in the last week of May 1967. The Soviet ships did not
appreciably change the military balance in the region, but the seeming
show of Soviet support emboldened Nasser to maintain his position on
the blockade.
s«AVw York Times, 24 May 1967, p. 17.
3* On this point Waiter Laqueur has raised a pertinent question: "An
Israeli invasion of Syria with the aim of overthrowing the Damascus re-
gime was certainly no small matter, would the Soviet Union have chosen
an Egyptian parliamentary delegation visiting Russia to convey to Cairo
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